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Decision awaited on police station site
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James J. Foyle, chairman of the North Brookfield selectmen, looks at the old Aztec lot last week. (T&G Staff/DAN GOULD)
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NORTH BROOKFIELD— The chairmen of the Police Building Committee hope to know the specific location of the planned police station by the middle of March. 

Eric Hevy and Paul Dacey, chairmen of the committee, also expressed optimism that a project manager and architect would be hired by then. 

The $3.1 million police station is planned for a portion of the former Aztec plant, where asbestos products were once made. The land is now a brownfield site, which is a designation for contaminated land that may be reused. 

The Police Building Committee met with the Downtown Development Commission Monday night. Mr. Hevy and Mr. Dacey said it was the Planning Board’s recommendation as well as the consensus of the building committee that the police station should be built on Grove Street frontage closest to the Housing Authority property. 

James J. Foyle, chairman of the Board of Selectmen and a member of the Downtown Development Commission, told the gathering that ultimately it was up to the selectmen to decide how space on the parcel — estimated at a maximum of 5.9 acres — should be allocated. 

Police Building Committee members said it was possible the municipal use could be limited to less than an acre, but ultimately that would be determined by the architect. 

Two representatives of the Quabaug Corp. were also present, including Michael V. Gionfriddo, president and chief executive officer. Mr. Gionfriddo said Quabaug is looking for additional space locally for a warehouse and possibly a lab. 

He said because of the uncertain implications of owning a contaminated site, Quabaug would be interested in leasing some of the site but not buying it. If Quabaug were to buy the property, it would inherit liability for the property’s current state. 

James E. Metcalf of the North Brookfield Downtown Development Commission said he was unaware of any proposal from Quabaug to use the property and suggested that a meeting of the development commission would be a more appropriate venue in which to discuss that interest. 

Mr. Metcalf said he’s not particularly concerned by the remaining traces of asbestos powder in the soil, adding that he’s worked on brownfield projects before where the contamination and mitigation were considerably more complex. 

“This really isn’t that big a deal. For a brownfield site, this is about as low a risk as imaginable,” he said. 

Mr. Metcalf said it might make sense to put the police station in the premier location on the property, at the corner of School and Grove streets, across the street from where the Fire Department is planning to renovate Highway Department quarters for use as a fire station. 

He said that whatever use is found for the balance of the property, he would look at the presence of the police department as a definite asset 

Police Chief Aram Thomasian said he’s hopeful that the $200,000 grant from the Executive Office of Public Safety could be used in site development rather than construction as the state wants to see the money spent by the end of the current fiscal year. 

Mr. Foyle told the group that he had received a letter from the state Department of Environmental Protection explaining why the agency had denied an environmental exemption for the former Aztec property. 

For properties taken for nonpayment of taxes, municipalities ordinarily would not be required to clean up contaminated sites provided they comply with notification requirements, don’t compound the problem and “act diligently to sell or otherwise divest itself of ownership or possession of the site.” 

While the town initially attempted to take the former Aztec Industries/Asbestos Textile property for unpaid taxes, it eventually took the property by eminent domain because Aztec’s owners were in bankruptcy. 

Also, the exemption would not be available because the town intends to keep a portion of the property for municipal use, rather than sell all of it to a developer. 

Given that the exemption is not available, Martin J. Suuberg, DEP regional director, stated in his letter that the town’s obligation to the asbestos soil contamination is for the town to notify DEP whenever activity disturbs soil on the site. 

“When you have established plans that involved the movement of soil and/or construction activities, the town shall be required to make a formal notification to DEP,” the letter said. 



